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One of the ways to show fit for a position is to address the requirements of the job
description at the beginning of the Cover Letter, and to use similar key words. This CL
would be a nice fit for a position that requires the use of innovative methodologies to

Department of Biology
University of California, Los Angeles
Biological Sciences Building

1200 Main Way, Los Angeles, CA 90095 st/ research vision, since the vision is listed first, and for a collaborative approach.

Dear Professor Rabu, August 19, 2015 Indicate which position

/ you are applying for
in the

| am writing to apply for the Assistant Professor position (Job ID#13456)

address current research questions in cancer biology. It would also address the need for a

Department of Biology at University of California, Los Angeles.

Reputation:
Advisor & institution

My research focuses on the role of protein XYZ in the development of pancreatic
cancer, and involves the use of a novel biological assay, which | developed at UCSF. | am
enthusiastic about contributing to your growing and innovative department.

Fit

Fundability:
Clear Vision

Reputation:
Collaborators

Productivity: findings,
publications, patents

| developed this novel approach to measuring phosphorylation levels of protein XYZ in
vivo during my postdoctoral training in Dr. Cheng’s lab. My work resulted in a
manuscript, which is currently under revision, and a patent, which is pending.

Fundability:
Past funding

Format: with hundreds of
applications to read,
faculty will need answers
to their questions in the
first paragraphs of the
Cover Letter

— Fundability:
Clear Vision

As a postdoctoral scholar, | used similar approaches to demonstrate that the PQR  Productivity: findings,
mechanism depended on the phosphorylation of protein XYZ (Clement et al., Nature, publications

2015). and resulted | N

in @ manuscript, which is in its last stage of review in JBC. | believe that this project Fundab///f‘y:
would benefit from being further developed in your department, and can foresee Past funding
potential collaborations with colleagues working on the VETA model, or on the HIJ

signaling pathway. Fit
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focused on understanding the DER process in a mouse model and _

| provided the first demonstration that protein
ABC, and isoform of XYZ, was essential to the DER process in mice. This work resulted in

3 publcations in PNAS, PLOS and JJcI FGCGREABUEANOISMNIENROMIEWAaNGHDH
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Reputation:
Advisor & institution

Fundability:
Past funding

Productivity:
Findings, publications

Fundability: Developed
fundable ideas

Format: if your
Cover Letter goes

Fit

beyond 1 page,
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most important
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first page

Most research-intensive
institutions do not require
much teaching, mentoring
or service experience, so
this section should show
up later in the Cover
Letter. However, if it is
listed in the job
description, it should be
discussed in more details,
to address more
specifically the needs of
the department.



